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(57) ABSTRACT

Systems and methods disclosed herein may be useful for
aircraft heat shield assemblies. In this regard, a heat shield
assembly is provided comprising a heat shield having an
aperture, the aperture comprising an end portion and an inser-
tion portion, the insertion portion having a width larger than
the end portion, a spacer comprising an upper portion, an
undermount flange and a gap between the upper portion and
the undermount flange, wherein a surface of the gap is
engaged with the heat shield, and wherein the undermount
flange has a width less than the insertion portion of the aper-
ture and greater than the width of the end portion.

4 Claims, 5 Drawing Sheets
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SYSTEMS AND METHODS FOR HEAT
SHIELD ASSEMBLIES

FIELD

The present disclosure is related to systems and methods
for heat shield assemblies.

BACKGROUND

Aircraft wheels typically comprise a heat shield that
shields the aircraft wheel from heat generated by the aircraft
brakes during braking. The heat shield may oscillate indepen-
dently from the aircraft wheel, thus creating potential for
contact between the heat shield and the aircraft wheel. Such
contact may be detrimental to the aircraft wheel, especially
where there is repeated contact over time. Accordingly, a
spacer may be used to prevent contact between the heat shield
and the aircraft wheel. A spacer and heat shield together may
be referred to as a heat shield assembly. However, conven-
tional spacers have been difficult to install and prone to dam-
age due to improper installation. Thus, new systems and
methods for heat shield assemblies are desirable.

SUMMARY

Systems and methods disclosed herein may be useful for
heat shield assemblies. In this regard, a heat shield assembly
is provided comprising a heat shield having an aperture, the
aperture comprising an end portion and an insertion portion,
the insertion portion having a width larger than the end por-
tion, and a spacer comprising an upper portion, an under-
mount flange and a gap between the upper portion and the
undermount flange. A surface of the gap is engaged with the
heat shield, and the undermount flange has a width less than
the insertion portion of the aperture and greater than the width
of the end portion.

In various embodiments, a spacer is provided comprising
an upper portion, an undermount flange, and a gap between
the upper portion and the undermount flange, wherein the
undermount flange has a width less than the upper portion.
The gap extends along a length of the spacer and along a
terminus of the spacer.

In various embodiments, a heat shield is provided compris-
ing an aperture comprising an end portion and an insertion
portion, and the insertion portion having a width larger than
the end portion.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Various embodiments are particularly pointed out and dis-
tinctly claimed in the concluding portion of the specification.
Below is a summary of the drawing figures, wherein like
numerals denote like elements and wherein:

FIG. 1 illustrates a cross section of a spacer in accordance
with various embodiments;

FIG. 2 illustrates a cross section of a spacer engaged with
a heat shield, in accordance with various embodiments;

FIG. 3 illustrates a heat shield in accordance with various
embodiments;

FIGS. 4A and 4B illustrate a spacer in accordance with
various embodiments; and

FIGS. 5A and 5B illustrate spacer installation into a heat
shield in accordance with various embodiments.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

The detailed description of exemplary embodiments herein
makes reference to the accompanying drawings, which show
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exemplary embodiments by way of illustration and its best
mode. While these exemplary embodiments are described in
sufficient detail to enable those skilled in the art to practice the
inventions, it should be understood that other embodiments
may be realized and that logical, chemical and mechanical
changes may be made without departing from the spirit and
scope of the inventions. Thus, the detailed description herein
is presented for purposes of illustration only and not of limi-
tation. For example, the steps recited in any of the method or
process descriptions may be executed in any order and are not
necessarily limited to the order presented. Moreover, many of
the functions or steps may be outsourced to or performed by
one or more third parties. Furthermore, any reference to sin-
gular includes plural embodiments, and any reference to more
than one component or step may include a singular embodi-
ment or step. Also, any reference to attached, fixed, connected
or the like may include permanent, removable, temporary,
partial, full and/or any other possible attachment option.
Additionally, any reference to without contact (or similar
phrases) may also include reduced contact or minimal con-
tact.

Systems and methods disclosed may be useful for heat
shield assemblies. Aircraft may comprise one or more types
of aircraft wheel and brake assemblies. For example, an air-
craft wheel and brake assembly may comprise a non-rotatable
wheel support, a wheel mounted to the wheel support for
rotation, a brake disk stack (also referred to as a brake assem-
bly), and a heat shield. An aircraft brake generally comprises
a friction brake mechanism including a pressure plate adja-
cent to a means for exerting force such as hydraulic piston
motor or one or more electromechanical actuators.

An aircraft brake typically further comprises an end plate
distal from the means for exerting force and a plurality of
interleaved rotor disks and stator disks which together form
the brake heat sink. Each rotor disk may be coupled to the
wheel for rotation therewith and each stator disk is coupled to
the wheel support against rotation. The friction brake mecha-
nism also generally includes a torque tube and a back leg on
which a pressure plate, end plate and stator disks are slidably
mounted against rotation relative to the wheel and rotor disks.
The stator disks may comprise two wear faces and the pres-
sure plate may comprise a single wear face. A brake head may
house the piston motor or more actuator rams that extend to
move the pressure plate and compress the brake disk stack
against the end plate.

During braking, the brake disk stack converts the kinetic
energy of the aircraft wheel to heat. Various components of an
aircraft wheel and/or portions of the aircraft near the wheel
may be detrimentally affected by heat from an aircraft brake.
A heat shield may be disposed between the aircraft brake and
the aircraft wheel to protect the aircraft wheel from heat. The
heat shield may oscillate independently from the aircraft
wheel during braking, thus creating potential for contact
between the heat shield and the aircraft wheel. Such contact
may be detrimental to the aircraft wheel, especially where
there is repeated contact over time. Spacers may be used to
limit such contact.

Conventionally, spacers are deformed during installation
into an aircraft heat shield. The deformation may be difficult
to accomplish depending upon the material of the spacer, and
the deformation may damage the spacer, which may not
return to its original state after the deformation. Many con-
ventional spacers are difficult to deform and may require
special tools or training. An aircraft heat shield is typically
comprised of sheet metal (e.g., aluminum or steel), which
may have sharp edges. Thus, a spacer could be easily dam-
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aged during installation. For example, a silicone spacer may
be damaged when force is exerted against a sharp metal edge.

In accordance with various embodiments, a heat shield
assembly is provided comprising a spacer and a heat shield,
wherein the heat shield has an aperture for coupling the spacer
and a heat shield. The spacer is configured to fit in the aperture
in a manner that requires reduced deformation. This ease of
installation may lessen the risk of damaging the spacer on a
sharp edge of the heat shield. Moreover, easy installation
reduced maintenance costs, as a spacer may be quickly
replaced at regular maintenance intervals or when otherwise
needed.

A spacer, according to various embodiments, may com-
prise an upper portion and an undermount flange. The upper
portion may be adjacent to the undermount flange. For
example, the undermount flange may be formed along the
same thickness of the spacer as the upper portion, as shown in
greater detail herein.

A gap or channel may be present between the undermount
flange and the upper portion. The gap or channel may have a
surface area that is configured to at least partially engage a
heat shield. The size of the gap may be selected in accordance
with the size of an aperture of a heat shield. The gap may run
along the length of a spacer and may continue across a termi-
nus of the spacer, though in various embodiments a gap exists
only along the length of a spacer. The gap may have a width
and a height, as described below.

A spacer may comprise a middle portion. A middle portion
may be a portion that is selectively deformable. In various
embodiments, a middle portion of a space is selectively
deformable without the use of tools or machines.

Also in accordance with various embodiments, a heat
shield may comprise multiple layers of metal. For example, a
heat shield may comprise two to five layers of metal, for
example arranged in concentric cylinders. One or more outer
layers may have various apertures. An aperture on a heat
shield, as used herein, may refer to an aperture in one or more
heat shield layers. A heat shield aperture may comprise an end
portion and an insertion portion, the insertion portion having
a width larger than the end portion.

According to various embodiments, the undermount flange
may be inserted into the insertion portion and slidably
mounted into the end portion. The gap or channel between the
undermount flange and the upper portion may engage the heat
shield and provide suitable retention. In this regard, installa-
tion of the spacer does not require significant deformation.
Moreover, the insertion portion allows the spacer to be
inserted with reduced force against the heat shield, reducing
the risk of damage to the spacer.

With reference to FIG. 1, spacer 100 is shown in cross
section. Spacer 100 has upper portion 110 and undermount
flange 108. The width of upper portion 110 is shown by width
114. The width of undermount flange 108 is shown by width
118. As shown, width 114 is greater than width 118. Under-
mount flange 108 has height 112. Upper portion 110 has
height 102. The imaginary dotted line 122 in the center of
spacer 100 illustrates the thickness or height of spacer 100. As
shown, undermount flange 108 and upper portion 110 are
adjacent to one another across the thickness of spacer 100. As
used herein, width may refer to the width as measured along
the direction of width 118 and height or thickness may be
measured along the direction of imaginary dotted line 122.

Gap 106 is shown between undermount flange 108 and
upper portion 110. Gap 106 has width 116. As illustrated in
other Figures, a heat shield may be engaged to spacer 100 via
gap 106. Gap 106 has height 120. Height 120 may be adapted
to accept a heat shield.
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With reference to FIG. 2, heat shield spacer assembly 200
is shown, which includes spacer 100 from FIG. 1. Spacer 100
is engaged with heat shield 202. Upper portion 110 fits over
heat shield 202 at overlap portion 204. Gap 106 is shown
engaged with heat shield 202. Undermount flange 108 is
illustrated below heat shield 202. As illustrated, heat shield
202 is is engaged with spacer 100 across width 116.

With reference to FIG. 3, heat shield 300 is shown. An
aperture comprises insertion portion 308 and insertion por-
tion 304. A second aperture is shown comprising insertion
portion 310 and end portion 302. Insertion portion 308 has
length 312 and width 306. End portion 302 has length 316 and
width 314. End portion 304 has the same length and width of
end portion 302. Insertion portion 310 has the same length
and width of insertion portion 308.

As shown, the width of the insertion portion is greater than
the width of the end portion. The insertion portion thus allows
for easy insertion of a spacer into an aperture. A spacer’s
undermount flange may be mounted through the insertion
portion, which may be of suitable width to accept the under-
mount flange. As the end portion has a width less than that of
the insertion portion, the gap between a spacer’s undermount
flange and upper portion may engage the beat shield as a
spacer is slidably mounted into an aperture. Stated another
way, during slidable mounting, the reduced width of the end
portion engages at least a part of the surface in a gap of a
spacer.

An insertion portion of an aperture thus enables a slidable
mounting. In that regard, after an undermount flange is
inserted into the insertion portion, the spacer may be slid into
the end portion. Such sliding action reduces the amount of
deformation of the spacer during installation, and such defor-
mation may be achieved without special tools or extensive
training. A sliding action may be facilitated by a spacer hav-
ing two undermount flanges and two upper portions. More-
over, the two undermount flanges and two upper portions may
be on opposite termini of a spacer. For example, one pair of
undermount flanges and upper portions may be on a distal
terminus of a spacer and one pair of undermount flanges and
upper portions may be on a proximal terminus of a spacer.

For example, with reference to FIGS. 4A and 4B, spacer
400 comprises two upper portions and two undermount
flanges. Undermount flanges 410 and 414 are shown in spacer
400. Upper portions 412 and 404 are also shown adjacent to
undermount flanges 410 and 414. Gap 406 is created between
undermount flange 410 and upper portion 404. Gap 418 is
created between undermount flange 414 and upper portion
412. Spacer 400 has extension portions 420 and 402. Exten-
sion portions may be used to extend spacer coverage of a heat
shield. Extension portions 420 and 402 are located on the
proximal and distal termini, respectively, of spacer 400. The
distance from extension portion 420 to extension portion 402
may be referred to as the length of spacer 400.

A spacer like spacer 400 may be installed into a heat shield
having two apertures. Such installation is illustrated in FIGS.
5A and 5B. As shown in FIG. 5A, spacer 502 is shown in
deformed state 500 during installation into aperture 506 of
heat shield 508. In the deformed state, undermount flange 510
is inserted into the insertion portion of aperture 506. As the
width of the insertion portion is greater than the width of
undermount flange 510, undermount flange 510 is able to pass
through the aperture easily.

With reference to FIG. 5B, less deformed state 550 is
shown. Spacer 502 is illustrated in a less deformed state.
Undermount flange 510 is shown sliding into the end portion
of aperture 506. The gap between undermount flange 510 and
upper portion 504 is thus able to engage heat shield 508.
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Spacers in accordance with various embodiments may be
comprised of any suitable material. In various embodiments,
a spacer comprises silicone, synthetic polymeric material,
natural rubber, or artificial rubber. Silicone may refer to one
of many polysiloxane compounds. The polysiloxanes may
have a chemical formula of [R,SiO],, where R is a group such
as ethyl or methyl. Silicone is commercially available from a
variety of vendors in various formulations.

Spacers may be made by injection molding, carving, or any
other suitable method. For example, a mold of a spacer may
be filled with heated silicone so that the silicone retains the
shape of the mold when cooled. Molded silicone may be
cleaned or otherwise conditioned to eliminate rough edges or
other artifacts of the molding process. Also for example, a
monolithic piece of silicone may be carved or otherwise cut to
form an undermount flange, among other features.

In various embodiments, an undermount flange of a spacer
and a upper portion of a spacer are monolithic. Such embodi-
ments are advantageous for improved strength and durability.
In further embodiments, an undermount flange of a spacer
and a upper portion of a spacer may be manufactured sepa-
rately and joined together using, for example, glue and/or one
or more fasteners.

Heat shields in accordance with various embodiments may
be comprised of any suitable material. In various embodi-
ments, a heat shield comprises aluminum, stainless steel, and
alloys thereof. A heat shield is typically cylindrical in shape
and may be formed by any metal working means. Apertures
may be cut into the sheet metal via any suitable method. For
example, apertures may be cut by a water jet, laser, torch, or
blade. Apertures may also be formed by stamping. Though in
various embodiments a heat shield comprises a single com-
ponent, in various embodiments, a heat shield may comprise
multiple, separate components or segments. Each heat shield
segment may be used arranged in, for example, a cylindrical
shape.

Systems, methods and computer program products are pro-
vided. In the detailed description herein, references to “one
embodiment”, “an embodiment”, “an example embodiment”,
etc., indicate that the embodiment described may include a
particular feature, structure, or characteristic, but every
embodiment may not necessarily include the particular fea-
ture, structure, or characteristic. Moreover, such phrases are
not necessarily referring to the same embodiment. Further,
when a particular feature, structure, or characteristic is
described in connection with an embodiment, it is submitted
that it is within the knowledge of one skilled in the art to effect
such feature, structure, or characteristic in connection with
other embodiments whether or not explicitly described. After
reading the description, it will be apparent to one skilled in the
relevant art(s) how to implement the disclosure in alternative
embodiments.
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Benefits, other advantages, and solutions to problems have
been described herein with regard to specific embodiments.
However, the benefits, advantages, solutions to problems, and
any elements that may cause any benefit, advantage, or solu-
tion to occur or become more pronounced are not to be con-
strued as critical, required, or essential features or elements of
the inventions. The scope of the inventions is accordingly to
be limited by nothing other than the appended claims, in
which reference to an element in the singular is not intended
to mean “one and only one” unless explicitly so stated, but
rather “one or more.” Moreover, where a phrase similar to “at
least one of A, B, or C”is used in the claims, it is intended that
the phrase be interpreted to mean that A alone may be present
in an embodiment, B alone may be present in an embodiment,
C alone may be present in an embodiment, or that any com-
bination of the elements A, B and C may be present in a single
embodiment; for example, A and B, A and C, B and C, or A
and B and C. Furthermore, no element, component, or
method step in the present disclosure is intended to be dedi-
cated to the public regardless of whether the element, com-
ponent, or method step is explicitly recited in the claims. No
claim element herein is to be construed under the provisions
of 35 US.C. 112, sixth paragraph, unless the element is
expressly recited using the phrase “means for” As used
herein, the terms “comprises”, “comprising”, or any other
variation thereof, are intended to cover a non-exclusive inclu-
sion, such that a process, method, article, or apparatus that
comprises a list of elements does not include only those
elements but may include other elements not expressly listed
or inherent to such process, method, article, or apparatus.

The invention claimed is:

1. A heat shield assembly comprising:

a heat shield having an aperture, the aperture comprising an
end portion and an insertion portion, the insertion por-
tion having a width larger than the end portion; and

a spacer comprising an upper portion, an undermount
flange and a gap between the upper portion and the
undermount flange,

wherein a surface of the gap is engaged with the heat shield,
and

wherein the undermount flange has a width less than the
insertion portion of the aperture and greater than the
width of the end portion.

2. The heat shield assembly of claim 1, wherein the spacer

comprises silicone.

3. The heat shield assembly of claim 1, wherein the spacer

further comprises an extension portion.

4. The heat shield assembly of claim 1, wherein the heat

shield comprises at least two segments.
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